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Marine Major Steve Beck prepares for the final inspection of 2nd Lt. James J. Cathey's body,
only days after notifying Cathey's wife of the Marine's death in Irag. The knock at the door
begins aritual steeped in tradition more than two centuries old; atradition based on the same

tenet: "Never leave aMarine behind."
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Major Steve Beck and another Marine approach the family home of 2nd Lt. James Cathey,
preparing to escort the Catheys to the airport to receive their son's body. Five days earlier, the
shadows of Casualty Assistance Call Officers followed the same path, carrying the news no
military family ever wantsto hear. The gold star flag in the window signifies the death of aloved
one overseas.
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1st Place

When 2nd Lt. James Cathey's body arrived at the Reno Airport, Marines climbed into the cargo
hold of the plane and draped the flag over his casket as passengers watched the family gather on
the tarmac. During the arrival of another Marine's casket last year at Denver International

Airport, Mgjor Steve Beck described the scene as one of the most powerful in the process: "See
the people in the windows? They'll sit right there in the plane, watching those Marines. Y ou gotta
wonder what's going through their minds, knowing that they're on the plane that brought him
home," he said. "They're going to remember being on that

plane for the rest of their lives. They're going to remember bringing that Marine home. And they
should."
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At thefirst sight of her husband's flag-draped casket, Katherine Cathey broke into uncontrollable
sobs, finding support in the arms of Major Steve Beck. When Beck first knocked on her door in
Brighton to notify her of her husband's death, she glared at him, cursed him, and refused to speak

to him for more than an hour. Over the next several days, he helped guide her through the grief.
By the time they reached the tarmac, she wouldn't let go.
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